
 

 

 

On Wednesday, February 24, our Alliance partners 

will host a Prescribed Fire Workshop for Landowners 

at Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge. All landowners 

who are interested in prescribed fire as a 
management tool are encouraged to attend.  

Experienced professionals will be covering: 
Benefits of fire on prairie and forests  

Setting goals and objectives  

Creating and using burn plans  

Fire weather  

Constructing fire breaks  

Firefighting tools  

Lighting techniques  

Safety, safety, safety!!! 

Left: The Nature Conservancy’s Eastern Iowa Land Steward, 
Dale Maxson, discusses how to use a drip torch. 
Below:  Alliance partners often burn together and during 

this workshop they share their knowledge and experiences 
with neighbors and other landowners. 
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Participants will be allowed to check out fire 

caches stocked with wildland firefighting equipment 

such as bladder bags, drip torches, nomex suits, and 

other fire tools. 

Cost is $15 and lunch is included. Registration is 
required by February 12. For more info please 

contact Louisa County Conservation at 319-523-8381 

or lccb@lccb.org 

A Fire Learning Network 

mailto:lccb@lccb.org?subject=Prescribed%20Fire%20Workshop


 

 

By Katie Hammond 
Indian Slough is a 1,100 acre wildlife area owned and 

managed by Louisa County Conservation.  This area, located 

in the Iowa River floodplain is located just west of Highway 
61 on the North side of the Iowa River.  The area has three 
main accesses, all located along “L” Avenue.  Indian Slough 

is managed for wildlife habitat and compatible recreational 
activities including hunting, fishing, hiking, cross country 
skiing and more.  Equestrian trails are open from May 21-

September 15 annually and the area is always open for 
wildlife or bird viewing and walking.   

The Iowa DOT is currently finishing up a wetland 

mitigation project on the area, approximately 1-mile due 
South of the Main access.   This wetland will create 
important habitat for some of the unique snakes, turtles and 

other wildlife that lives in the area.  They are also planning 
to use the area for an Indiana Bat project, were they will 
install Brandon Bark on telephone poles to create additional 

bat habitat and hope to make a small documentary on this 
endangered species. 

Left: This Burr Oak tree is one of many great oaks growing 
in a small savannah area at Indian Slough Wildlife 
Area.  Fire is an important management tool at Indian 

Slough where it helps reduce competition from other trees, 
stimulates grass growth and keeps the savannah viable.  

Places of Pride: Indian Slough 

Looking Forward to Spring! 

Below: Jeff Snyder, Louisa County Conservation, keeps 
“one foot in the black” which is a great way to stay safe on a 
prescribed fire.  This machine carries a pump with plenty of 

water and the homemade tool organizer allows us to have 
drip torches, bladder bags, flappers, rakes and McClouds 
available on demand.  

By Hannah Howard 
 

I love all the seasons, but like many of 
you, I am counting down the days until 
spring! There's nothing like the world 

coming alive again. The migration of 
songbirds, tree buds breaking, greening of 
the landscape, flowers blooming and morels 

popping up-so many things to look forward 
to in spring! My favorite spring activity, is 
hiking in the woods looking for spring 

ephemerals with the added bonus of finding 
hidden morels. What are you most looking 
forward to in the spring? 

In addition, Indian Slough has had significant work 
completed to remove encroaching willows and support native 

grasses and forbs.  LCC plans to conduct a few prescribed 
burns on the area this spring to help reduce the woody 
competition and select for native species.  Fire plays an 

important role in maintaining this bottomland ecosystem and 
helps to slow succession and encroachment.   

Indian Slough is known for great turkey, deer, duck, 

goose, pheasant and woodcock hunting. 



 

 

Bald Eagle Watch 
Johnson County, Iowa, February 6.  Indoor programs 10am to 3pm. at North Central Junior High, 180 Forevergreen Road, 
North Liberty.  Outdoor viewing at Tailwater West Picnic Shelter downstream from the dam at Coralville Lake.  For more 

information call 319-338-3543 ext. 6308. 
 

Ice Fishing Clinics 
Johnson County, Iowa, February 6 & 20.  Learn the basics of ice fishing including equipment care/maintenance, basic spin 
casting instruction, fish identification, fishing regulations and water safety.  February 6 from 11am—1pm at North Ridge 

Pavillion Pond, 2250 Holiday Rd, Coralville.  February 20 from 1pm—3pm at Terry Trueblood Recreation Area, 579 
McCollister BLVD, Iowa City. 
 

Great Backyard Bird Count 
Johnson County, Iowa, February 13, 11am-12:30pm.  Snuggle up with your Valentine and join in a citizen-science based 
project at Kent Park! With a naturalist guiding you, participants will visit the bird blind to learn about and count the 

number and species of different birds. The data will be entered into the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) database, a 
national program that provides a snapshot of where birds are this winter. Hot chocolate will be provided after the count at 
the CEC. This program is free, but registration is required by Mon. Feb 8 at 4 PM. Register by calling 319-645-1011. To 

learn more about the GBBC, visit gbbc.birdcount.org/ 
 

Tap the Sap 
Louisa County, Iowa, February 20, 1pm—3pm.   Don't buy your maple syrup, make it! Come to Toolesboro Indian Mounds 
Museum and celebrate by learning the basics of maple syrup production on a small scale. The program will cover tree 
identification, selection, drilling, tapping, collection and boiling. Afterward participants should feel comfortable tapping 

trees in their own yard using a variety of equipment, either homemade or purchased. Find out how relatively easy it is to 
make a cup of tasty syrup with sap collected from one tree and how people have been tapping trees in our area for over a 
thousand years.  
 

Cover Crop Workshop 
Johnson County, Iowa, March 1, 10:30am-12:30pm, at The Celebration Farm, 4696 Robin Woods Ln NE, Iowa City.  The 

workshop is free, open to the public, and includes a complimentary meal.  Cover crops continue to grow in popularity in 
Iowa due to the many benefits they provide. Such benefits include reduced nitrogen and phosphorus loads entering water 
bodies, increased soil organic matter, and reduced soil erosion. 
 

Kent Park Bird Walks 
Johnson County, Iowa, beginning March 2, 8 am. 1st and 3rd Wednesday each month.  Want to improve your birding 

skills? Join members of the Iowa City Bird Club for bird walks at Kent Park.  Experienced bird watchers will be there to 
answer questions and help identify birds.  For event registration, please call the Conservation Education Center at 319-
645-1011. 
 

Prairie Preview 
Johnson County, Iowa, March 10, 6:30pm, at The Celebration Farm, 4696 Robin Woods Ln NE, Iowa City.  An 

environmental forum that is free and open to the public. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Connie Mutel from the University of 
Iowa will be this year’s speaker beginning at 7:30 p.m. Her talk is titled “A Sugar Creek Chronicle: Writing Climate 
Change.” Approximately 30 exhibitors will be set up to showcase their organization, provide information and answer any 

questions that attendees may have. For more info please contact Bur Oak Land Trust at 319-338-7030. 
 

Tri-State Forest Stewardship Conference 
Sinsinawa, WI, March 12, at the Sinsinawa Mound Center, 585 County Road Z, Sinsinawa.  This year's conference boasts 
a Keynote Presentation by Dr. Sharon Reed on Rapid White Oak Mortality in the Midwest, which will be immediately 

followed by an additional 20 forestry- and conservation-related presentations given by 18 expert speakers from 
throughout the Midwest.  For more info please visit: www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/ 
 

Iowa Water Conference 
Ames, Iowa, March 23 & 24, at the Scheman Building in the Iowa State Center.  The Iowa Water Conference is the largest 
outreach and collaboration effort of the Iowa Water Center and is designed to bring together multi-disciplinary 

organizations and institutions to discuss relevant water issues across Iowa. The conference draws nearly 400 attendees 
and still strives to encompass the whole of Iowa’s water landscape including expanding into realms of education and 
outreach, conservation, policy and regulations.  For more info please visit: www.aep.iastate.edu/iwc/ 
 

Mother’s Day on the Marsh 
Louisa County, Iowa, May 8.  Celebrate Mother’s Day while you enjoy a leisurely paddle around Port Louisa National 

Wildlife Refuge. You do not need to bring your Mother, although it is encouraged!  This paddling trip will be held on the 
Odessa Water Trail  and is open to the public.  For more info please visit: louisacountyconservation.org/ 

Upcoming Events 

http://gbbc.birdcount.org/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/
http://www.aep.iastate.edu/iwc/
http://louisacountyconservation.org/


 

 

Left: Approximate geographic area of the Lower Iowa & Cedar Valleys 

The Lower Iowa & Cedar Valleys 
Conservation Alliance is a collaboration 

of the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources, 

Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship, Johnson County 

Conservation Board, Louisa County 

Conservation Board, Muscatine County Conservation Board, 

Muscatine County Soil & Water Conservation District, Trees 

Forever, and The Nature Conservancy in Iowa. 

The mission of the Alliance is to improve the ability of 
people to care for the lands and waters in the Lower Iowa & 

Cedar Valleys.  The Lower Iowa and Cedar Valleys feature 

extensive and diverse natural areas including a wealth of 

unique woodlands, wetlands, and prairies.  Conservation 

organizations in Iowa generally agree that this area comprises 
the most biologically diverse landscape in the state. 

The Alliance hopes to distribute this newsletter 

entirely through e-mail in effort to save printing and 

postage costs.  Please help us achieve this by contacting 

Josh Spies at (563) 370-9165 or jspies@tnc.org to receive 

the newsletter through e-mail. 

By Cathy Henry 
Bird migrations along the Mississippi River are always a 

seasonal spectacle, but a mild December caused higher bird 
numbers than usual. Mallard ducks began piling into Port 
Louisa National Wildlife Refuge just before Thanksgiving, 

with about 24,000 birds and then increased to 70,000 by 
December 2. Other waterfowl species such as ring-necked 
ducks, northern pintails, gadwall, and Canada geese added 

up to about 76,000 birds at the peak of migration. The 
number of mallards remained between 40,000 to 50,000 
until the end of duck season when birds began to disperse 

due to fewer disturbances. Many birds remained in the area 
over Christmas but recent freezing temperatures will likely 
force birds south. We also saw activity from greater white-

fronted geese, which began moving through the area in 
good numbers in mid-December. 

Waterfowl numbers typically peak in late November or 

early December in our area, but without freezing temperatures or winter storms, the birds stayed to feed and rest on the 
refuge. River levels also increased due to unusual December rains which created additional flooded habitat for waterfowl. 

Refuge wetlands along the Iowa and Mississippi Rivers are managed during the growing season to produce native food 
sources in advance of the fall migration. Birds feed on seeds from smartweeds, millets, and sedges, in addition to aquatic 
insects, to fuel up for their continued journey south. This year, refuge food sources were abundant enough to support the 

high bird numbers until it was time for them to move on. Waterfowl surveys are completed during migration each fall. 
While numbers have been this high or higher in the past, it has been a few years since numbers reached above the 
40,000 mark. In addition, good mallard population numbers across the flyway likely contributed to the number of birds 

seen along the Mississippi River. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service waterfowl population status report for 2015 reported 
the highest estimated numbers of breeding mallards since surveys began in 1955. While numbers were only slightly 
higher than 2014, breeding mallards in the northern prairies were 51% above the long term average. 

The Alliance 

Mild December Prolongs Waterfowl Migration 
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