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Whitney, Cedar Rapids, on October 10, 19-4-2.
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MEMORANDUM

Subjecti Depth of Dysart City Well, Dysart, Iowa

The depth of the deep city well at Dysart has been variously reported.

In Volume 55 of the Iowa »eol. Survey, it is reported to be 1600 feet

drawing upon the St. Peter sandstone, Prairie du Chien, and possibly the

Jordan formations.

According to the driller, CD. Nolan, the depth of the well is 1672

feet (personal eommunication, 1942) and ends in the Jordan sandstone which

is a "brown sandstone".

People in the town of Dysart believed the well to be^ from 1400 to more

than 1600 feet deept

On October 7, 1942, a pumping test was conducted on the city well and

when the old pump had been removed from the well the total ippth was meas

ured with wire and a heavy brass weight by Mr. Louis F. Whitney and assoc

iates of Cedar Rapids. At this time, the depth was found to be 14681.

A forecast of geologic formationsat Dysart showed that the base of the

New Richmond sandstone should be expected at a depth of about 1460 feet, and

it is possible that at the time the well was drilled this sandstone was

misinterpreted to be the Jordan formation.

With the well cased through the Maquoketa formation, it does not seem

likely that caving would have taken place to such an extent as to fill in

over 200 feet of the well which would be the case if the original depth was

as much as 1672'.

.A. <**K.E

IO-15-42




