
STRATIGRAPHIC COLUMN OF IOWA 

SYSTEM SERIES GROUP FORMATION DESCRIPTION THICKNESS 
{MILLION YEARS) 

Wisconsin 

Quaternary Pleistocene 
lllinoicn loess, olociol till ond inter bedded 500' 
Kansan sond ond 9rovel 

Nebrcskcn I 

Carlile shale 

Colorado Greenhorn limestone ond shale 350' 

Cretaceous Graneros shale 

Dakota sandstone and shalt 200' 
90 

Jurassic 
gypsum, red and green shales in 50' Fort Dodge beds Webster County only 181 

French Creek shale 

Jim Creek limestone 

Friedrich shale 

Grondhoren l1mestone 

Orv shale 

Dover limestone 

Langdon includes (Nyman Geel) shale 

Maple Hill limestone 

Wamego shale 

Tarkio limestone 

Willard shale 

Elman! limestone 

Harveyville shale 

Wabaunsee Reodina limestone 210' 

Auburn shale 

Wakarusa limestone 

Soldier Creek shale 

Burlingame limestone 

Virgil Silver Lake shale 

Rulo hmestone 

Cedar Vale 

(includes Elmo bed at top) 
shale 

Happy Hollow hmestone 

White Cloud shale 

Howard limestone 

Severy (includes Nodaway cool 
shale 

bed at bcse) 

Topeko limestone 

Calhoun shale 

Deer Creek limestone 

Shawnee Tecumseh shale 180' 

Lecompton limestone 

Pennsylvanian 
Kanwaka shale 

Oreod limestone 

Lawrence shale 

Strano er shale 
110' Douglas 

lolon limestone 

Weston shale 

Stanton limestone 

Lansing Viles shale 50' 

Plottsburo limestone 

Bonner Sprinas shale 

Wyandotte limestone and shale 

Lane shale 

lolo limestone ond shale 

Chanute shote 

Missouri Drum limestone 

Quivira shale 215° 
Kansas City 

Westerville hmestone 

Cherrvvale shale 

Dennis limestone and shale 

Galesburg shale 

Swope limestone 

Ladore shale 

Hertha limes1one 

Pleasanton undifferentiated 
shale and sandstone , thin coo I beds 

40' 

Lenapah limestone 

Nowata shale . Allomont hmestone and shale 

Marmaton Bandera shale 145' 

Des Moines Pow nee limeslone and shale 

Lobe tie shale 

Fort Scott limestone 

undifferenlialed 
shale, sandstone, thin limes1ones 

755' Cherokee and cool 310 

Ste. Genevieve shale ond limestone 

Meramec St Louis sandy limestone 140° 

Spergen limestone 

Warsaw shale and dolomite 

Osage Keokuk cherty dolomite and limestone 250' 

Mississippian Burlington cherty dolomite and limestone 

Gilmore City l imestone, oolitic 

Hempton 
300° 

limestone ond dolomite 

Kinderhook Storrs Cove limestone 

North Hill Prospecl Hill siltstone 100' 

Mc Croney limestone 345 

English River siltstone 

Yellow Spring 
Maple Mill shale 

300° 

Upper 
Aplington dolomite 

Sheffield shale 

Devonian 
Lime Creek dolomite ond shale 

225 ' 
Shell Rock limestone ond dolomite 

Cedar Volley limestone and dolomite 

Middle limestone and dolomites, 210' 
Wopsipinicon shales in middle 

Lower La Porte Cily chert, limestone and dolomite 50 -100' 400 

Niagaran 
Gower 

300° dolomi te 

Silurian 
Hopkinton 

Alexandrian 
Konkokee cherty dolomite 

100' 
Edoewood sandy dolomite 425 

Cincinnatian Maquoketa dolomite ond shale 300° 

Golena dolomite and chert 
320° 

Mohawkian Decorah limestone and shale 

Ordovician Platteville limestone, shale and sandstone 70' 

Chazvan St. Peter sandstone 50-230° 

Beekmantown 
sandy ond Cherly dolomite and 290' Prairie du Chien 
sandstone 500 

Madison 
a 

Trempealeau 
Jordon sandstone 

. 185' 
Lodi a 

St. Lawrence dolomite 

Cambrian St. Croixan Franconia 
Qlauconitic sandstone , siltstone, 

160' 
shale 

1-- ----- - - - - - --- - ---- ------
Galesville sandstone 

Dresbach Eau Claire sandstone ond shale, dolomite 550' 

Mt. Simon sandstone 6001 

Precambrian 
sediments {sandstones), iQneous 1 

ond metamorphic rocks 

0 
reCoQnized ontv in extreme northeast Iowa /owo Geologicol Survey, 1968 


